Craft courses
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7 A selection of the tools and materials Wendy uses
in her classes. 8 Paper hybrids blend beautifully with
real foliage in a hand-tied bouquet. 9 Learning the
technique on the popular one-day introductory course.

in just one day, and only requires a few simple
materials: crepe paper, dye, florist’s tape, craft wire
and a knitting needle.
‘So in November 2011, I invited half a dozen
friends to my house and tried out a class on
them. Their enthusiasm completely exceeded
my expectations. I got great feedback from them,
and that helped me create the right format for my
courses,’ says Wendy. ‘Everyone was amazed at
how easy it was to make the roses, even without
previous craft experience.’
This initial success gave Wendy the confidence
to start running regular one-day courses for
beginners. She then added advanced one-day
master classes in rose-making and paper-dyeing for
those keen to take their skills to the next level.
‘I’ve also found that once people learn to make
roses, they want ideas for how to use them. So I
have plans to introduce flower-arranging courses,
with suggestions for innovative bouquet, vase and
table arrangements.’

STILL GROWING
Wendy has noticed an increased interest in
birthday and hen parties for groups of friends who
would rather learn a new craft than hit the town,
so she’ll be offering more bespoke workshops for
groups, and for brides who would like to make their
own keepsake wedding flowers.
She’s also created a range of boxed starter kits,
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Enjoy learning how to make your own
handmade paper roses for gift bouquets,
or just to decorate your home.
Wendy's one-day courses are suitable
for any age and ability and no crafting
experience is necessary – just a little bit
of patience!
Introduction to Making Roses
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire
On this one-day course you will learn how
to make beautiful upright roses, pretty on
their own or in a hand-tied bouquet.
The relaxed and friendly classes include
a delicious light lunch, as well as
refreshments throughout the day.
Cost: £65 including lunch and
refreshments.
Time: 10.30am – 3.30pm
Maximum 8 people

including all the hand-dyed petals, tools and
materials that participants need to practise what
they’ve learnt at home and improve their skills.
While paper roses will always be the core of
her business, she also has plans to diversify and
incorporate other crafts.
‘Through my roses I’ve met some wonderful,
creative people. I’m working with other talented
makers to develop new courses, and we’re busy
sharing secret boards on Pinterest. We’re looking
at introducing workshops using beads, crystals
and feathers for beautiful handmade items such
as lampshades, shoe decorations and packaging.
We’re buzzing with ideas now!’

Rose Making Master Class & Paper Dyeing
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire
This is a one-day course designed for
those who have learned how to make
upright roses and now want to move on
to making fully opened roses. The course
also includes a lesson in the various paper
dyeing techniques that Wendy uses.
Also included is a delicious light lunch, as
well as refreshments throughout the day.
Cost: £65 including lunch and
refreshments.
Time: 10.30am – 3.30pm
Maximum 10 people

Find out more at www.wendymakesroses.com
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